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Holy New Martyr Nicholas of Chios 
 

 Saint Nicholas born into the pious family of Petros and Stamato in the  

village of Karyes on the island of Chios. From childhood, he cultivated all the 

holy virtues. When he was twenty his parents died, and he set off with a  

companion to seek his fortune as a stone-mason in Magnesia. But an accident or 

illness there deprived him of his reason and transformed his natural simplicity 

and meekness into idiocy, so that he was incapable of answering for himself for 

what he did. 

 Local Turks saw the young man's vulnerable situation as a chance to convert 

him to Islam, so they brought him before the judge. But since Nicholas was  

unable to make a response on his own, they sent him unharmed to his sister in 

Chios where she looked after him. However, in Magnesia a rumor spread that he 

denied his faith, changed his name and embraced Islam. This was told to his  

sister, and instead of keeping silent she spread the news, which came to the  

Turkish authorities. For this reason they dressed him in Turkish clothing and 

called him Mehmed, though they did not circumcise him. Unable to earn a living 

as a Muslim, he resorted to tending sheep. While the poor young man was  

keeping watch over the flocks, he met a monk named Cyril, who took pity on him 

and decided to do his best to bring him back to his right mind.  

 One night, as Nicholas was asleep in an abandoned church, he saw a  

beautiful maiden in a dream who told him he was healed. With his reason  

completely restored, the monk Cyril instructed him in the faith. This inflamed the 

heart of Nicholas to repent, although he was innocent of the rumor ascribed to 

him. Renouncing all physical comforts, he attended only to prayer, fasting, vigils 

and countless prostrations, to the point that those around him became concerned 

for him. One day, as he venerated the icon of the Beheading of Saint John the 

Forerunner and Baptist, he was seized by the desire to emulate him and  

accomplish his repentance by martyrdom. He wept as he kissed the icon of the 

Holy Forerunner, begging him to make him worthy of following after him for the 

love of Christ. 

 Some time later Nicholas entered a church, and he was driven out by the 

Christians, who felt no compassion for the dumb Turk everyone knew, so he 

went home and wept inconsolably. The villagers, specifically two men and a 

priest, soon seized him as one wanted by the Turks, so they brought him before 

the judge. When he was questioned he affirmed with complete confidence: "I was 

born a Christian, I was raised a Christian; I have never denied Christ for Islam 

and I never will deny Him, but I will die a Christian." This embarrassed the 

Turks, so he was tortured and the villagers were arrested, fearing for their lives. 

"How long are you going to make us put up with this misery?" the cowardly 

priest of the village shouted at the blood-soaked martyr. "Convert Turk and 

they'll let you go and us too. The Christian faith isn't going to be weakened  

because of one man!" These words filled Nicholas with contempt, so he struck 

the priest in the face and said: "You call yourself a priest of God and you urge me 

to deny my faith, instead of exhorting me to keep it until death!" 
[Continued on Page 2] 

Important Dates 
 

October 6 

Apostle Thomas 
 

October 9 

Apostle Iakovos, Son of 

Alphaeus 
 

October 16 

Holy Fathers of the 7th  

Ecumenical Council 
 

October 18 

Apostle and Evangelist 

Luke 
 

October 23 

Apostle Iakovos, Brother 

of the Lord 
 

October 26 

Great Martyr Demetrios 
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2016 Parish Council 
 

Fr. Joseph Strzelecki 

Fr. Anastasios Theodoropoulos 

Scott Thompson, President 

Greg Simos, Vice President 

Elefteria Marcou, Secretary 

Gus Harris, Treasurer 

Dean Bellos   Pam Martin 

Despina M. Bellos  Dr. Farid Sadaka 

Daniel Gantner   Dr. Tom Stamos 

Dr. James Hoekel   Tonis Zafiropoulos 

Greg Kanteres   Jim Zoumbas 

Carol Marshall 

Adult Orthodox Christians (18 years & older): 

   Diane Sieckmann 

Acolytes: 

   Alban Mosher, John Nicholas  

Bible Study: 

   Fr. Daniel Morton 

Bookstore: 

   Dr. Joseph Steinger, Diakonissa Kristen Vogt 

Cantors: 

   Steve Bellos 

Choir: 

   Stephanie Saunders 

Church Tours 

   Janice Hazeltine 

Festival: 

  Greg Simos, Art Liyeos 

Friday Luncheon: 

   Art Liyeos 

Greek School 

   Rena Pelican 

GOYA (9th -12th Grade): 

   Yvonne Alexopoulos, Dr. Jenny Kardaris 

Greek Dancers  

   Kyklos:  Dean Bellos 

   Armonia:  Stella Afentoullis 

   Ta Paidakia:  Aliki Malek 

Greeters: 

   Eleni Murphy, Mary Pitliangas 

JOY (4 years - 4th Grade) 

   Dr. Deborah Cosmopoulos 

Jr. GOYA (5th - 8th Grades) 

   Alki Lappas Case 

Kafenio 

   Art Liyeos 

Orthodox Faith & Life: 

   Dr. Farid Sadaka 

Philoptochos: 

   Elefteria Marcou, President 

Premarital Classes 

   Susan Cassimatis 

Prison Ministries: 

   Bill Goranitis 

Stewardship: 

   Michael Afentoullis 

Sunday School: 

   Diane Sieckmann 

Vacation Church School (VCS) 

   Anna Sadaka 

Womenôs Bookstudy: 

   Presvytera Laura Morton 

Young Adult Ministry (18-30 yrs): 

   Fr. Anastasios & Presvytera Elizabeth 

Young Married Couples: 

   Fr. Anastaisos & Presvytera Elizabeth 

[Continued from Page 1] 
 

 In the days that followed they used the most painful tortures they could 

devise in order to break the young man's resolve, but the grace of God was 

with him and enabled him to endure everything cheerfully. Covered in bruises 

he was thrown into the stables to be trampled by the horses; but, as with Daniel 

in the lion's den, the beasts showed themselves kinder than men and did Nicho-

las no harm. During all his torments, Nicholas kept a strict fast, in order to gain 

the reward of ascesis together with martyrdom 

 After thirty days, Nicholas was sentenced to be beheaded, like his beloved 

Holy Forerunner. However, when brought to the place of execution, he was not 

immediately put to death, but they waited while he was on his knees with a 

dagger wounding his back, in order to either make him suffer more or to wait 

for a last minute conversion. Yet, this only increased his desire to die for 

Christ. Then the executioner slightly cut the back of his neck, but this did not 

weaken his resolve. After two attempts to behead him, the executioner was 

unable to accomplish the deed, so he took Nicholas by the hair and slit his 

throat like they do with animals. 

 A thick darkness fell upon Chios, that completely bewildered the  

inhabitants of the island. Only the countenance of the holy Martyr shone with a 

brilliance that could not be hid. It was then decided by the Turks to burn his 

body and thus dispose of the miracle, but this only allowed his body to give off 

a beautiful fragrance, revealing to all the eternal glory prepared for those who 

"have fought the good fight, finished the course and kept the faith" (2 Tim. 

4:2). This took place on October 31, 1754.  

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/10/holy-new-martyr-nicholas-of-chios-1754.html 

 

Join us as we commemorate 
 

OXI DAY  
 Oxi Day on October 28 commemorates the anni-

versary when former military general and Prime Minister 

Ioannis Metaxas said, ñNoò to an ultimatum made by 

Italian Prime Minister Benito Mussolini to allow Italian 

forces to occupy strategic locations in Greece or other-

wise face war back in 1940  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Oxi Day Luncheon & Program  

Sunday, October 30, 2016 

Immediately following Divine Liturgy  

In the Church Hall 

 

Cost $15.00  

Children 12 and under $5.00 
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From the Parish Council 

 
 No building changes or any alterations may be made 

in our facility without the Parish Councilôs  

approval. This includes fixtures and decorations  

throughout the Church grounds. 

 

 The Parish Council asks all parents to please keep 

their children off the stage in the Church hall and away 

from the curtain. This will help prevent injuries to our chil-

dren and to the Church facility.  

Help Needed 
 Household assistance needed Wednesdays and  

Thursdays, and possibly one more day a week for an  

older woman. The ability to speak Greek would be  

helpful. For more information, please contact the Church 

office at 314-966-2255. 

New Chairs 
  As many of you may have noticed, 

the chairs in the Philoptochos room 

have been replaced and now match 

the chairs in the hall. 

  If you would like to donate the 

cost of one or more of the chairs, 

please call the Church office at 314-

966-2255. 

  Each chair is $19.00.  

Paxamadia for Memorials 
 Paxamadia, a traditional 

makaria dessert, can be purchased at 

the Assumption for $25 for 50 pieces 

or $50.00 for 100 pieces. Orders for 

the Paxamadia may be placed at the 

time arrangements are made for the memorial with the 

Church office 314-966-2255 

 
Please join us 

Sunday, October 15 
5:00 pm  

at the 
Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church 
 

`¨ d°~¨£¨¡ ©  g³§¨­ 

s© ®¢~ l©®¢~¬ ©  f©} 

 

This concert is being presented 
by the choirs of the  

Orthodox Churches of the  
St. Louis Region 

 
There is no charge but free 

will offerings will be accepted 
for the benefit FOCUS 

 
 

A dessert reception 
will follow  

. 

 Festival Baking 

 Every Wednesday the ladies will be preparing food 

for the festival. If you are interested in helping please 

call Amalia Karakasis at  

314-495-0305 
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 The life of Christians is a truthful witness to the  

renewal in Christ of all things ï ñIf anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, all 

things have become newò (2 Cor 5.17) ï and an invitation 

addressed to all people for personal and free participation 

in eternal life, in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and in 

the love of God the Father, in order to experience the 

communion of the Holy Spirit in the Church. ñFor the 

mystery of salvation is for those who desire it, not for 

those who are being coercedò (Maximus Confessor PG 

90.880). The re-evangelization of Godôs people in  

contemporary secularized societies, as well as the  

evangelization of those who have not yet come to know 

Christ, is the unceasing duty of the Church. 
 

From the Encyclical of the Holy and Great Council  

in Crete  

 

 

 

Feasts, Festivals, Lectures 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Romanian Orthodox Church 
will celebrate her Patron Saint by serving a Great Vespers 

on Wednesday, October 5th at 6:00 pm and on the next 

day, Thursday, October 6th serving Matins at 9:00 am, and 

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. On Saturday, October 8th (11 

am ï 8 pm) and Sunday, October 9th (12 pm ï 6 pm) 

please join them for delicious food, music, dancers, church 

tours, and Romanian wine tasting. Please join them for 

these celebration, 6501 Nottingham Ave., St. Louis, MO 

63109. Please call 314-353-0841 for more information. 

 

Taste of Egypt at St. Mary & St. Abraam Coptic 

Church is celebrating the culture of Egypt with their annual  

festival. Enjoy Egyptian cuisine, gift items, childrenôs  

activities, Church tours and raffles on Saturday, October 8 

from 11:00 am ï 7:00 pm, and Sunday, October 9 from 

11:00 am ï 6:00 pm.  1843 Ross Ave., St. Louis, MO 

63146.  For more information contact Fr. Hedra at 

f.hedra4christ@gmail.com, or call 314-680-6158. 

 

The Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist will be celebrated at 

St. Luke Greek Orthodox Church, 1510 Audubon Dr.,  

Columbia, MO 65201, on Monday, October 17. Great Ves-

pers, Orthros, and Divine Liturgy will be served that  

evening, beginning at 7:00 pm.  Refreshments will follow 

the services. 

 

ñ100 Places in Greece Every Woman Should Goò: 

Tuesday, October 18th. Book presentation by author  

Amanda Summer. UMSL Millenium Student Center, Cen-

tury Room A, 7:00 pm reception, 7:30 pm lecture. 

 

An Introduction to Monasticism and Its Importance in 

the Spiritual Life of Every Christian: Annunciation of 

the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church will be offering its third 

annual fall spiritual retreat Friday, October 28 & Saturday, 

October 29 in St. James, MO. Hieromonk Alexii (Altschul) 

of Archangel Michael Skete in Weatherby, MO has been 

invited to come and share about the work being done in 

establishing the Skete, and to offer two talks on monasti-

cism and its importance in the life of every Christian. Ves-

pers will be served on Friday evening at 5:30 with a time to 

meet and get to know Fr. Alexii. then on Saturday morning 

at 9:00, Fr. Alexii will lead the Divine Liturgy before the 

retreat begins. All clergy are welcome to come and concel-

ebrate with the blessing of their bishop. For more infor-

mation, please call Fr. Joel Wilson at (573) 458-9431, or 

when the time draws near, check our website at http://

annunciationoca.org to register. 14020 Private Drive 2083, 

Saint James, MO 65559. 

Happy  

Anniversary 

to Taki & 

Bessie  

Theodorou 

who  

celebrated 

50 years of 

marriage on 

September 

11. 

Many more!! 

mailto:f.hedra4christ@gmail.com
http://annunciationoca.org
http://annunciationoca.org
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ñ 

ñYOUR FATHER KNOWS WHAT YOU NEED BE-

FORE YOU ASK HIM.ò Matthew 6:8 

 Jesus taught that the Fatherôs love for us is the basis 

of our lives as Christians. It is first of all the basis of our 

prayer: we are to come before God as a child comes  

before his father. We can pray with a contrite and humble 

heart, because the one who made us loves us as a father 

loves his children. Because of Godôs love for us we can 

pray to Him with confidence. 

 

GODôS LOVE HELPS US TRUST HIM 

 Godôs love for us is the basis of our trust in Him. 

Our Father knows our needs even before we mention 

them. Our Father provides for the needs of the birds of 

the air. Are we not far more valuable in His sight? Can 

we not trust Him to provide for all our needs? We,  

therefore, do not have to worry about such things  

ourselves and can focus our attention on living our lives 

with faith, hope and love as members of His Kingdom. 

 

GODôS LOVE HELPS US LOVE OTHERS 

 Godôs love for us is the basis of our love for others. 

We are asked merely to extend to them the love we have 

received from God. Has God forgiven us? We are to  

forgive others. Has God provided for our material needs? 

We are to have a practical concern for the needs of others.  

Our Christian lives are to be different, because they have 

experienced Godôs love. Being a Christian (an Orthodox 

Christian) is primarily a matter of having been loved, and 

by repenting and confessing our sins, we will be saved.  

Our Heavenly Father, we want to show our gratitude for 

Your love by increasing our love for others. Show us how 

we can do this in specific, practical ways. 

 

ñMY GRACE IS ALL YOU NEED, FOR MY  

POWER IS GREATEST WHEN YOU ARE WEAK. 

2 Corinthians 12: 9 

 The mystery of the Cross in our lives runs deeper 

than the sufferings that come to us from outside sources. 

St. Paul did not seem to waver in the face of shipwreck, 

scourging and imprisonment, but he did pray to the Lord 

three times to remove the ñthorn in the fleshò that afflict-

ed him. 

 

GODô PLAN IS PART OF HIS LOVE FOR US 

 Whatever this thorn in the flesh was (and we really 

do not know), it was something that brought Paul on his 

knees before God as no other suffering he underwent did. 

Amazingly, God said NO to Paulôs prayers. We might 

have thought that whatever Paul asked for he would have 

been granted. But God did not remove this thorn that left  

Paul weakened and pleading.  Instead, God told Paul that it 

was a part of His plan for Paul to suffer in this way.  It was, 

paradoxically, a part of His love for him to preserve him 

from the pride and self-sufficiency he might otherwise fall 

victim to.  It was, paradoxically, because Paul had been giv-

en such extraordinary revelations of God that he was also 

given this thorn in the flesh.  And, it was also, paradoxical-

ly, because of this thorn in the flesh, that Paul could be giv-

en an abundance of grace by God.  It was because of Paulôs 

weakness that the power of God could be especially mani-

fest in him, the power that made Paulôs mission effective 

through signs and marvels and miracles.  It was because 

Paul embraced the cross in his weakness that the strength of 

God could shine through him. 

 My beloved:  Has there been weakness or suffering in 

our life that we prayed to God to remove?  What happened?  

How does Godôs Grace operate in our weakness?  Our 

Heavenly Father:  We are content to suffer all You ask us 

to, if You keep us in Your Grace.  We want to depend on 

Your love not our own strength.  Increase our faith in You.   

GLORY TO GOD. 

 

With His Love, 

Rev. Fr. John K. Androutsopoulos 
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Assumption Youth Ministries  

College Addresses 
 In an effort to keep 

in touch with, and 

minister to, our college 

students, we ask anyone 

with a son or daughter in 

college to contact the 

Church office with the 

address, phone, and email. 
Jr. GOYAôs welcome back party was hosted by Mike and Alki Case. 

Not only was it a swim party but in honor the Summer Olympics the Jr. 

GOYANs hosted their own Olympic competition We look forward to  

a great year for Jr. GOYA. 

Welcome back pool parties were the theme for welcoming back our 

youth groups. GOYA began the year at the home of Tom and Jenny 

Stamos. GOYA saw a few changes this year, said good bye to the  

seniors and hello to a new group of freshman, new advisors Yvonne 

Alexopoulos and Jenny Kardaris, and election of officers:  

Steven Alexopoulos, President; Caroline Foster, Vice President;  

Demetri Case, Secretary; Athena Stamos, Treasurer; and  

Kristina Humphrey, Alternate Officer. 

Have a GREAT year! 

�6�D�Y�H���W�K�H���'�D�W�H�V 
GOYA  
October 1 

October 15 

November 5 

November 19 

December 10 
 

Jr. GOYA  
October 15 

October 22 

November 20 

December 10 


