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Upcoming Events in June 
 

Wednesday, June 8 

Apodosis of Pascha 
 

Thursday, June 9 

Holy Ascension 
 

Saturday, June 18 

Saturday of the Souls 
 

Sunday, June 19 

Pentecost 
 

Friday, June 24 

Nativity of John the Baptist 
 

Sunday, June 26 

All Saints 
 

Monday, June 27 

Apostles Fast Begins 
 

Wednesday, June 29 

Synaxis of the Holy Apostles 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST:  THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES! 

Rev. Fr. John K. Androutsopoulos,  
 

 At that time: Jesus said to His disciples: ñWhen the Paraclete comes, 

Whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, Who proceeds from 

the Father, He shall testify of me.ò (John 15: 26) The Holy Spirit is called  

Paraclete ï Comforter ï that is, one that consoles, because He gives  

consolation to all who suffer for the sake of Justice. Thus, He consoled the 

apostles and other saints of God, so that they rejoiced even when scourged and 

persecuted. He also gives testimony that Christ is the only begotten Son of 

God. Fifty days after Pascha and 10 days after our Lord and Savior ascended 

into heaven, the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles and disciples just as 

Jesus had promised.  Before His Ascension, Jesus told the apostles to go to 

Jerusalem to wait for the Holy Spirit.  And while waiting, ñA sound came from 

heaving like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 

were sitting. And, there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and 

resting on each of them. And, they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.ò (Acts 2: 1-4) 

 The Holy Spirit came upon the apostles in the form of fiery tongues, to 

indicate that the apostles, by the light of the teachings of Jesus, we were to  

enlighten the world and to kindle in it the fire of divine love. The Acts of the 

Apostles is full of the manifestation of the Holy Spiritôs presence. In every-

thing the Church did, it was conscious of having the Spiritôs presence and 

guidance (Acts 15: 28) 

 Pentecost tells us that all is now fulfilled. Godôs action, begun in the first 

Advent, has now been completed. The act of incarnation has been completed. 

The promise of the Holy Spirit has been fulfilled.  The Spirit has now come 

Godôs action in Christ is complete.  It is a day of joy and gladness. We  

celebrate the final act of Godôs invasion to restore sinful man to righteousness 

and to conquer the enemies of Spiritual life.  On this day of Pentecost, the 

Church is born.  It seems that many Christians neglect this great Feast. The 

Orthodox Church, on the other hand, considers this feast day of supreme  

importance.  The Church ï Holy, Catholic and Apostolic ï was born through 

the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

 

WHAT IS THE REAL MEANING OF THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH? 
 

 Most simply, it is the event in which God implanted faith in Jesus Christ 

as the Son of God, in the hearts of Jesusô followers, who could then say with 

one voice, ñThou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.ò (Matthew 16: 16) 

In this confession by the power of the Holy Spirit, the Church came into being 

as a new and living body. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter won 3000 souls to 

Christ on the day of Pentecost. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Paul of Tarsus  

extended the Kingdom of God among the Gentiles. Those of us who want to  
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   Dr. Joseph Steinger, Diakonissa Kristen Vogt 
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   Steve Bellos 
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   Stephanie Saunders 
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   Janice Hazeltine 
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  Greg Simos, Art Liyeos 

Friday Luncheon: 

   Art Liyeos 

Greek School 

   Rena Pelican 

GOYA (9th -12th Grade): 

   Flora Dimitirou, Diane Sieckmann 

Greek Dancers  

   Kyklos:  Dean Bellos 

   Armonia:  Stella Afentoullis 

   Ta Paidakia:  Aliki Malek 

Greeters: 

   Eleni Murphy, Mary Pitliangas 

JOY (4 years - 4th Grade) 

   Dr. Deborah Cosmopoulos 

Jr. GOYA (5th - 8th Grades) 

   Alki Lappas Case 
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   Art Liyeos 

Orthodox Faith & Life: 

   Dr. Farid Sadaka 

Philoptochos: 

   Elefteria Marcou, President 

Premarital Classes 

   Susan Cassimatis 

Prison Ministries: 

   Bill Goranitis 

Stewardship: 

   Michael Afentoullis 

Sunday School: 

   Diane Sieckmann 

Vacation Church School (VCS) 

   Anna Sadaka 

Womenôs Bookstudy: 

   Presvytera Laura Morton 

Young Adult Ministry (18-30 yrs): 

   Fr. Anastasios & Presvytera Elizabeth 

Young Married Couples: 

   Fr. Anastaisos & Presvytera Elizabeth 

attempt and accomplish great things for God must allow Christ to be within us 

and we must be empowered by the Holy Spirit. When we bear fruit of the Holy 

Spirit, we glorify God. ñThe fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-

suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.ò (Galatians 5: 22

-23) 

 This Feast Day of Pentecost was instituted by the Church in memory of 

the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and disciples, who with Mary, 

the Mother of Jesus, were assembled in prayer in a house in Jerusalem. (Acts 2)  

We celebrate the Great Feast Day of Pentecost in memory of and in  

thanksgiving for the sending of the Holy Spirit, by whom the world is  

enlightened and instructed.   

 Who is the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is God, the third person of the 

Holy Trinity.  This is something that we will never understand ï this mystery 

of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We worship Him as 

one God; yet, He is in three persons. A mystery is a truth that we cannot under-

stand, but we accept it by faith. He is called Holy, because he makes the souls 

of men holy, that is, keeps them from evil and brings them to perfection, or 

rather to APPROACH the Perfect which is our destination in this life. 

 May the Grace of the Holy Spirit enlighten and sanctify all of us. Amen. 

The Holy Glorious and All-Praised Leader of the Apostles, 

Peter     Commemorated on June 29 

 The hymns for their Feast speak of Sts Peter and Paul as leaders 

(koryphaioi), and chiefs of the Apostles. They are, without a doubt, the  

foremost in the ranks of the Apostles. 

 The koryphaioi were leaders of the chorus in ancient Greek tragedy. 

They set the pattern for the singing, and also for the dance movements and 

gestures of the chorus. Before Sophocles, there were twelve members of the 

chorus, and Sts Peter and Paul were the leaders of the twelve Apostles. 

Both St Peter and St Paul received new names, indicating a new relationship 

with God. Simon the fisherman became known as Cephas (John 1:42), or 

Peter after confessing Jesus as the Son of God (Mt.16:18). 

 St Peter, the brother of St Andrew, was a fisherman on the sea of Gali-

lee. He was married, and Christ healed his mother-in-law of a fever 

(Mt.8:14). He, with James and John, witnessed the most important miracles 

of the Saviorôs earthly life. 

 Despite his earlier recognition of Christ as the Son of God, he denied 

Him three times on the night before the Crucifixion. Therefore, after His Res-

urrection, the Lord asked Peter three times if he loved Him. Then He told 

Peter to feed His sheep (John 21:15-17). 

 After the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, St Peter addressed the 

crowd (Acts 2:14), and performed many miracles in Christôs name. He bap-

tized Cornelius, the first Gentile convert (Acts 10:48). He was cast into pris-

on, but escaped with the help of an angel (Acts 5:19). St Peter also traveled 

to many places in order to proclaim the Gospel message. He wrote two Epis-

tles, which are part of the New Testament. 

 Sts Peter was put to death in Rome during the reign of Nero. According 

to Tradition, he asked to be crucified upside down, since he did not feel wor-

thy to die in the same manner as his Lord. 

http://oca.org/saints/lives/2016/06/29/101841-the-holy-glorious-and-all-

praised-leader-of-the-apostles-peter 

http://oca.org/saints/lives/2016/06/29
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                June 1, 2016 

 

Rebuilding after September 11 

 

Beloved in the Lord, 

 

 There is no need for me to discuss the many ways our lives changed after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

It was a day of unspeakable tragedy, and unfortunately continues to be the defining moment of the new millennium even as 

we approach the closing of 15 years since the event. While the world watched and mourned as the Twin Towers collapsed, 

many took refuge in their local places of worship where they offered thanks to God and supplicated him for their continued 

safety, and offered memorials for those who had senselessly lost their lives. Many of us came to the church to find a sense 

of normalcy. Many came to look for peace, for hope, for assurances of Godôs presence in the way that only ñourò Church 

can provide.  

 However, not everyone was able to find peace in their Church, specifically, the parishioners of St. Nicholas Greek 

Orthodox Church that sat in the shadow of the World Trade Center. This humble parish, which stood out among the sky-

scrapers since the early 1920s was destroyed by the collapse of the towers that infamous morning. While we took shelter in 

the Church that we call home and called on God to heal the world, they watched in horror as their house of worship was 

consumed by the destructive forces that brought down the towers. 

 The parishioners of St. Nicholas have experienced a great loss, but as of late have been tasked with something even 

greater, to build an Orthodox Monument to what is arguably the greatest tragedy of our lives. A small community has been 

given the opportunity to show the entire world the resilience of the Orthodox Church in the face of tragedy. They are not 

tasked with simply building a new church, they are building a monument to the glory of the Living God with the entire 

world watching.  

 The deeper reality of this situation however, is that it is not only the responsibility of the parishioners of St. Nicholas 

to bear this burden. As fellow Orthodox Christians, we know ourselves to be part of the singular body of Christ that we call 

the Church. There is no ñourò Church, and ñtheirò Church, only THE Church. When one part of the body suffers, all parts 

suffer. This means that we also bear the burden of rebuilding this church, but likewise have an opportunity to participate 

with them in raising up a church from the ashes. In this continuing Paschal season, there is no need for me to remind you 

that rising from death to life is what Christians do best. Throughout the year, and until the project of rebuilding St. Nicho-

las is completed, our parish and all parishes in the Archdiocese have been asked to join the parishioners of St. Nicholas in 

building what will be a worldwide landmark. Let us make sure our parish is listed among the donors of this Orthodox Mon-

ument.  If you would like to contribute, please send your check payable to the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and in 

the memo line ñSt. Nicholas Shrine.ò 

 

              Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 Fr. Joseph Strzelecki             Fr. Anastasios Theodoropoulos  Scott Thompson 

 Parish Priest              Associate Parish Priest    Parish Council President 

 
 

 

  

!ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ DǊŜŜƪ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
 

мтрр 5Ŝǎ tŜǊŜǎ wƻŀŘΣ ¢ƻǿƴ ϧ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ сомом-мплр ¢ŜƭΦΥ όомпύ фсс-ннрр 

²ŜōΥ ǿǿǿΦŀǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴƎƻŎΦƻǊƎ  9-ƳŀƛƭΥ ƻŶŎŜϪŀǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴƎƻŎΦƻǊƎ 
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Mother of the Year 
 

Anthoula 
Schuchardt 

 
Honors Presented 

May 8, 2016 

 
Woman of the Year 

 
Eleni Hassos 

 
Honors Presented 

May 8, 2016 

 

The Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 
Invites You To Our Annual 

 
�)�D�W�K�H�U�·�V���'�D�\���5�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q 
Sunday, June 19, 2011 

 
Immediately After Divine Liturgy Join us to Honor the  

 
Father of the Year  &  Man of the Year 


